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OescHptTsTttftode 5 Te^fsl'i College Students, .Political Attitudes, Self Concept, .Social Values. .Student 

Alienation f . ^ survey at three University of California campuses, it was noted 

that freshmen who responded most favorabley on an attitude _^®f ( 'rs M TweTe much 
well-publicized activist movement, the Berkeiy Free Speech Movement were much 

like the demonstrators themselves when compared on a wide / th ° 9 psM 
scales. On issues closely tied to campus life, those reacting Q f 

exrpeded their oeers in sympathy for the promotion of faculty on the basis or 
teaching, opposition to loyalty oaths, and greater student involvement in ' Y 

policy. Personality test data concerning independence of i^dg^nt suggest thaMhe 
potential activists had already attained a way of thinking which reflected freedom 
and emancipation. Environmentally, the potential activists prefer a 
th^v set their own tasks and work independently, and where they hav 
access to the staff. Their counterparts prefer traditional dassroom organizatoa T e 
survev conclusion suggests that the student activist is here to stay. It behooves 
those^ academicians who will be working with them to learn as much as Possible 
them so that they can help make the college years fruitful for all concerned. (CJ) 
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In psychology and higher education today, student activism is a topic of 
increasing interest: the psychologists, remembering the apathy of the fifties, 

are intrigued with the personality dynamics; those in higher education want 
to know what it all means in terms of making education relevant to this gen- 
eration. It was only natural, then, that as psychologists studying higher 
education, we at the Center would be interested in this phenomenon. 

After outlining the research upon which this presentation is based, I’ll 
be describing the political and social positions of a group of students I call 
potential activists. I'll comment upon the role of psychologists in campus 
conflicts. Finally, after describing the way the potential activists see 
their education ideally, and how they see it at present. I'll consent on where 

these students axe going. 

While following students at three University of California campuses 
through their first two years, it was noted that freshmen who responded most 
favorably on an attitude question concerning a well publicized activist movement- 
specifically the Berkeley Free Speech Movement-were much like the demonstrators 
themselves when compared on a wide range of psychological scales. 3 This 
paper is the result of further examination of the attitudes of these students. 



Presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Psychological Association, 
San Francisco, September 1968. 



a My thanks go to Drs. Ronald Mock and Paul Heist for their encouragement 
and helpful criticisms. 
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